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has there been found a seal of the Chief Princes' Ministers, while
the names of private parties are fairly conspicuous. But a great
number of these apparently belonged to elderly householders (Kulika)
and chief householders (Prathama-kidika). One of, them styles himself
both as a Kulika and a Prathawa-kulika, while two persons are called
representatives of the merchants' guild of the town (Swstmah), and
one was merely a trader (SarthavaJia). Generally two or even more
of these seals of private individuals are found in combination with
each other or with the seals of the SrestinaJi, of which probably
they were partners or shareholders. It is interesting to note,
however, that most of these merchants had business connections with
the royal family of Vaisali.1
3.   Systems of Land Tenure
These grants of land, having been sanctioned and registered by
the impressions of State seals, were made in accordance with some
limitations or conditions and on the basis of certain systems of land
tenure, The most important of these, which prevailed in the Gupta
empire, were the BhumiccJiidra or (Cchidra) Nyaya^ NnfrDhomna,
Aprada Dharma and Tribhoga tenure systems.
The Bhumicchidra Dharma system was well-known to Kautalya
for he deals with it in elaborate detail. According to him, in confor-
mity with this practice land was given by the State for making
pasture grounds and cultivable tracts, forest-plots for Brahmanas for
raising Soma-plantations, game-preserves or "forests," "manufactories "
for preparing commodities from forest-produce and forests productive
of commodities, and in the extreme limits of the country separated
from wild tribes tracts for the preservation of "elephant forests ",3
Such a system implies that according to this usage land was granted
for private as well as for public purposes.
This system of granting land continued to Gupta times.
According to the Khoh copper-plate grant of the Parivrajaka Maharaja
Sarvanatha, the Vyagrapallika and the Kacarapallika villages were
given away " according to the rule of the Bhumichchidra (nyaya)......
**to be enjoyed by the sons and son's sons" of the donee.8 The
Maliya copper-plate grant of Maharaja Dharasena II, dated A, D,
571-72, states that the village of Antaratra was bestowed on the
Brahmana Rudrabhuti '.' to endure for the same time with the moon,
1 Af S. L &, 1903-4* P-104- nos. 42-120, 77-79,109-10.
s Kautalya, Artiutiastnt, Bk. II, Ch. II, pp. 48-49; text, pp. 49-56,
3 Fleet, op. oil, (31), p. 138,